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Jom 0] AHTHUKUX BpeMeHa, Ca CTaporpukuM HcTopHyapeM u Ovorpadom Me- 
cTpujem IIsrytapxoM kaO pOJOHayesIHHKOM WCKa3aHHM y BaHBPCMeHCKOM JleJly 
,Y NOPeCAHH X%KHBOTOMMCH”, MHCIIMOUM, HayYHHUM W AyXOBHH Mperaoun HacToje fa 
CBOM podly H Topoyy, asim MU CBeTy y HajliMpeM 3Hayey Te ped, KpO3 CJIMKOBUTe 
lipHMepe, u3aOpahe 10 pa3IM4HTHM, TOTOBO yBeK MYpHM KpHTepHjyMuMa Hu yIIH- 
caHe y Ouorpadujama 3HaMeHHTHX JIMYHOCTH, KaKO TIPOWMWINX emoxa, TaKO H caBpe- 
MeHor 00a, OcTaBe y aMaHeT MlopykKy HM MoOyKy O TeKOBHHaMa, 3a0CTaBIUTHHHU 
3acilyraMa THX JbyIM 3a aHe KOjH Cy IIpouWIH, a MOCeOHO 3a OHE KOJH TeK Wosa3e. 

Cpricka 4HTajla4ka JaBHOCT Ce H3HOBa H M3HOBa OOpaslyje Kala joj moctTaHy 
JJOCTYMHHM TEKCTOBH Te BPCTe H3alLWIH W3 BCWITHX Mepa HallMx HajyrieqHHjUuXx HHTe- 
JlekTyaslaua, H3Mehy octTauor u 300r Tora WITO cy TakBH Worahaju, HCTHHH 3a BOJbY, 
y Hac MIPHJIM4HO peTKH, WTO WIycTpyje H 4YHHeHUUa Ja ce ocue HelmpeBasnhenux 
pagospa CnroOogaHa Jopanosiha yekallo HEKOJIMKO JelleHvja Wa ce KBaJIMTeTOM H3]- 
Boje ,.Meyasbonn” J[parosjyoa Jopanosuha kojn je (rie cuMOosMKe) Tloce oFOpaHe 
Ba JOKTOpata y jeqHOM any Ha CopOouH moctao ZoueHT Ha IIpaBHom dbakysiteTy 
Yuusepsuteta y beorpazy ympaso Ha 10348 Crobogana JopaHosuha. 

Vako no caypxajy HW KOHIeHUMjH 3HadajHo pa3sIM4HTO, 10 HayYHUM JOMeTH- 
Ma H, WO3BouMhemo cebu cioboLy Wa 3aKJbyYHMO, MO 3Hayajy 3a CplIcKH Hapoy y 
OTallOHHH HM pacejamy, Kao cyleqehe y OBOM CYLITHHCKH BaxKHOM HH3y Halllio ce 
KalluTayHO Jeo H KpyHCKH Aparysb y Aocayawwoj OudOsMorpadyyju upod. zp Apa- 
raHa CumeyHosuha Uctopnja cpricke MOMMTM4Ke MHCIIM: HOB BeK, KoJe ce (jour 
jeqaH MOMeHAaT HCIlyHeH CHaxKHOM CHMOOJINKOM), 3aBpUIaBa TOrlaBsybeM cyreyeher 
HacyoBa ,,J[parosy6 JopaHopuh — ArpapHu connjasu3am (Hu)je Moryh?”. 

Y mutamy cy cBojeppcHe NOuuTMYKe Onorpaduje uM, MpellH3Huje pereHo, 
aHaTOMHja MOJMTM4Ke MHCIM TpuzeceT HM ceqaM 0 MOpekKly, 3Bamy HU MOsBabby, 
JIM4HO} CyOHHM, WeIHMa MH HapoqHOM Mlamhemy Beoma pa3IM4HTHXx, UCTAaKHYTHX 
(burypa, 3a Koje caM ayTOp UcTHYe: ,,cBH OHH, HaH3ruieq HeloBe3saHu, pacTypeHHu 
BPeMeHOM HM pa3HoBpcHouthy cBojux mpernyha, Out cy u ocTajy 3ayBeK YBPCTO 
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Be3aHH HeCBHUJJBHBMM aJId HepaCKHATMBUM HUTUMa cmo6oze 6e3 Koje HHjeaH, ia 
TaKO HH CplckKH Hapoy, He MOE Jia 2KUBU U Halipertyje”’. 


Beoma Jiemly M TauHy OleHy H je3rpOBHT Oc OBOr xBasle BpeAHOr Aesua Wao 
je OnaxeHonounBum Ilatpujapx cpricxu, Heroga CBetoct Upuuej (Cappusosuh), 
KOJH yY yBOJHO] peu upumehyyje: ,,. Ipodecop ap CumMeyHosuh cBoj cryquo3aH UC- 
TpaxkUBAaYKH XO je 3alO4eO OMHCOM KpaTKOTpajHHX, asIM JMBJbeHa BpPeHHX, T0- 
Kyllaja qa ce Beh y 16. u 17. Bexy OOHOBH cpricKa caMOCTAaJIHOCT, a 3aBpLIMO ra 
pacBeTJbaBawbeM [pyWITBeHOr HM MOWMTMYKOT cTata Tipe J[pyror cBerckor pata, 
TOMHHYhn Mpeko xWJbayy JIMYHOCTH 4Hja cy Dela Ousla Oo 3Hadaja y OCTBapeHy 
CplicKHX HapoOqHuX HM UPKBeHHX Hyeata. OH je BeIMKy NaxkKHY MOcBeTHO peraouH- 
Ma “3 18. 4 19. Beka, KaO H OHHMa KOjH Cy ce HcTakIM Ha moueTKy 20. Beka. buso je 
TO 400a Kayla cy CpOu cBojom ciOroM, Koja HM Ce MOCJOBHYHO Kao ciOcoOHOCT 
HelipaBeJHO OfpHye, H CBOJOM Hal|MOHasIHOM eHeprujoM y3 BesHKy ToMoh OpojHux 
UPKBeCHHX OTalla, OJ, KOJMX HEKH Y OBO] KHH3H 3aCIlyKeHO 3ay3HMa]y Wesla MOrsaB- 
Jba, a BOheHH MypuM H xpaOpuM cyHaposHHUMMAa, CBM CKyIIa 2KMBeJIM M yMupasin 
3a BeJINKy UAejy ocmoOoherma u yjequwera”. 


CBoje MecTo y BOJIYMHHO3HOj 10 BaXxKHOCTH HM POpMaTY KIBVH3H Hal cy po- 
OHa4eHHUM HOBOBCKOBHHX cCplicKHxX MHacTuja, UOUMTHYapH, AMIWIOMaTe, 
HaydHH, KIBWKeBHMUM, HOBHHAapv, BOJHHUM HW Cawapu, 10 cBeMy HeoOM4HH 
HHKajla TpHBHjaHO ,0OM4HH” JbyqM, caOpaHu W3 WIMpoKor cliekTpa 3Hala4KuM 
KOX€3HOHMM TpyOM ayTopa, Ha HeMy CBOJCTBeH HW OpHruHasaH HaunH. Hanme, 
CBaKO KO je HMao IIpHBUIerMjy Wa yo3Ha M3y3eTHY JIM4HOCT HM Hay4HH pay mpod. 
up CumeyHosnha — Koji Ou ce, yYKOJIMKO je TO MaKap CaMO JeJIMMH4HO H3BO]JbUBO 
HW TOAIOKHO TepuHNcamy, Morao OMMcaTH Kao ,,caBpeMeHM CPpICKH MOuMXHCTOp 
MehyHapogHor yriiega” — yKOJIMKO Ce NaxKJbHBO yyOu y aHaliM3y capxxKaja, mpoHa- 
fu he y wemy cBy OHY CiOjeBHTOCT Hay4HOr IIpHcTyla HW CIOXKeHOCT MOTHBAa 110 
KOjOj je ayTOp NO3HaT, IpH3HaT u OcobeH. 

Peujy, mojMuhe untanall BUUIeyeleHHjCKH Hallop yOxKeH y MHHYIMO3HO 
HaydHo IIpoyyaBatbe (anasIMTH4KO U CHHTCTHYKO) YHTABHX OUOMMOTeKa KOje cy Ha 
MHOrHM je3HU[MMa HaliMcaHe (MIM KOje Cy CBOjepy4HO HalMcaH) O NOJMTH4KUM 
OvorpadujaMa NojeqHHUX JIMYHOCTH YBPIITeHHX y KHUry; WpenosHahe Oorar, ese- 
TaHTaH HM HajjaxHyT, aid yBeK CTporo Hay4Ho yTeMeJbeH, (OKYCHpaH UH TIpelH3aH 
CTH Wucatba, rpalhen, u3Mehy octajor, Ha HajOoJsboj TpaquuNjH Tako3BaHor Oeo- 
rpayckor cTusia Beh noMenytor Cnoboyana JopaHosuha; npatuhe jacny ufejy Koja 
YMMa 3a UMJb Ja IpobyAM paqo3HasocT, Ipowupu BUAMKe, OLY MW MHTeeKTyaIHO 
y34HrHe OHOra KO je 3a TO CyOjeKTHBHO OTBOPeH H OOjeKTHBHO crocoOaH... 

Ha oBoM MectTy ce noceOHo TpeGa 3aycTaBHTH HW AOAaTHO OCBeTIINTU jeqHy 
KpylujamHy ocoOuHy ayTopa, Ipetoueny uw yoOmMueHy TaKo ja ce pedieKTyje u3 
cBakor orwaBsba. Pag ce 3alipaBo 0 OJIMUM Koja My je MO*Ka HW WOHajBuLe HMa- 
HeHTHa MH Y CBaKOM Toreyy My CulyKM Ha 4acT — Jap, xapu3ma u Oorata pakca 
yraheHor, eOKBeHTHOr, HeCHaMeTJBUBOr ali (WIM MOX%Ka Oalll 3aTO) BeOMa TIpo- 
OpHOr HM Y4HHKOBHTOr MpocBeTHTeJba, KPHCTaIM30BaH Yy CBaKOM HerOBOM 
HaydHOM pajly, YHABep3HTeTCKOM IipeyjaBalby, lla W y HajHeoOaBesHujeM pa3roBopy 
Ha Hajpa3IM4HTHJe TeMe. 
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Y KOHKpeTHOM CJIyYajy, IIpOCBeTHTeJECKH MOTeHUMJal OBe KIBUTe OUMTIIeqaH 
je Ha Bulle paBHH — yuu Hac KJbYYHHM OLpewHuWamMa MOUMTM4Ke MHCIIM HallHx 
3HAMCHHTHX CyHaposHHka, Npowupyje XOPH30HTe y MO3HaBaly HallMOHasIHe UCTO- 
puje HOBOr Beka, a HCTOBpeMeHO Haflaxyje Halll WaTpHOTH3aM TIpHMepHMa 13 2KH- 
BOTa OHHX KOjH Cy Y MHOrO YeMy WIM Yak y cBeMy OnM OosbH OF Hac, mpyxajyhu 
CHaxkKaH MOTHB 3a JIM4HO ycaBpllaBarbe HM AyXOBHO y3pactarbe. Takolhe, u Melhy ca- 
MUM ,,jyHalliMa” KHbure cy OpojHH NpOcBeTHTeJbH, Y Y2KEM HM WIMpeM CMMCIIy, MOMyT 
Jopana Pajuha, Jlocureja OOpagosuha, Byka Kapayuha, Ilerpa Apyror Metposuha 
Heroura, Jopana Cxepsmha, Jopana Usujuha, Huxone Tecie u apyrux. 


Ty cHMOuO3y IIpocBeTHTeJbCKe WeaTHOCTH Ha MOJby MOUMTM4Ke MMCIIM, CTa- 
BJbeHe Y KOHTeKCT Oop6Oe 3a HallMOHasIHe MHTepece, KOJy H cam pod. Ap CumMeyHo- 
Buh CBeqOUH CBOJHM WesOKYMHHM Hay4HuM MU APyWITBeHHM pajyOM, CJIMKOBHTO 
TIpHka3yjy HeroBa, 1axJbHBO OupaHHM UM jacHHM peunMa, W3HeTa 3atlaxKalba O J[o- 
cuteyy OOpagosuhy, jeqHom og HajBehux cumOona Hu acolMjalnja y cplicKoj jaBHo- 
CTH Ha 10jam pocBeTuTesbcTBa: ,,Pa3Boj JlocuTejeBe NOMMTHYKU MHCJIM Ce OFBHjaO 
TOCTemMeHO H MOxe ce, MOCMaTpaHo Ca HCTpaxkHBauke paBHH, MoZesMTU y Oap ABe 
pase. IIpsy, Koja je BpeMe HeroBe MilaOCTH H Ca3peBakba Kasja je O MOJHTMIUM MUC- 
JMO MW TIMCao yCIyT, TOKOM CBOjHX IlyTOBakba, MaXOM Y KOHTeKCTY Oeslexerba CBOj- 
cTaBa pa3IM4YHMTHX Hapoga HW 3eMasba, a THMe Oap NapiMjasHo M HHXOBHX TOJIM- 
THUKMX CHCTeMa, MH Taj je jeqwHa NOMTHUKa Ueja KOjy je DeTasbHO OOMMKOBAaO H 
pa3Bujao Ousa OHa O TpocBeheHom Bulagzapy Hu Biagamy. Kao zpyry da3y MoxKemo 
O3HaYHTH TepHoy 3amoveT Oa Kayla ce y 3peIHM TOqHHaMa Tlo4eo NpakTHYHO 
OaBHTH TOIMTHKOM, IIpBoO TIpHipemajyhu cBojHM, MOMHTHYKH cBe BHLIe ynoTpeb- 
JbMBHjHM ToykaMa CpOe Ban AycTpoyrapckKe 3a eBeHTyaJIHH 2KHBOT y HOBOM [apc- 
TBY, a MOTOM KopucTehu cplicKHM ycTaHHUMMa McIpBa KaO HHXOB AHIWIOMAaTa, a 
OHa WM KaO O38aAKOHCHH MpocBeTHTesb HajBuler panra. Ta dba3a, KoJy cloOoqHO 
MO2XKEMO Ha3BaTH MepHoyoM JlocuTejeBe MOUHTM4Ke TIpakce, Ousia je H3BOPHUITe 
HeKHX [pyra4vjux, Wako CBeyKYIHO y3eB, HM Jasbe y OTH eMaHLMNaTOpCKHXx Hyeja. 
Jlox y mpBoj dazu Jlocutej camo Texu ocnobohemy Hapoya Of, He3Harba H MOsep- 
HH3aUWjJH ApyWwTBa yormwte, y Apyroj jacHo TexKM MU MOTITYHOM MOJIMTHYKOM OCJIO- 
Oohemy Hapoya OF NopoOsbeHocTH Kao IIpeTHOCTaBUM W3rpawbe MOJepHor MosH- 
THUKOr ypehera y ocnoboheHoj Cpouju. ok y npBoj mHuIe 0 NOMMTHYKMM TojaBa- 
Ma yorTe, y Ipyroj (a3 HeroBa MONHTHAKAa MHcao Je MOTIyHO Tospehena Hayu- 
OHAJIHOM 3afaTKy ocMoOoherma H yjequberna”. 

Texct o Jlocutejy OOpanosuhy je, yjeqHo (U4 He clly4ajHoO), HW jeqaH OF Hajo- 
OMMHHJHX, y3 UpHiore O ApyrMM CBOjeBPCHUM CPpIICKMM IIpOCBeTHTeJbHMa H HOCHO- 
IHMa BpeHHX HallMOHaIHHX TeEKOBHHAa Y pa3JIM4YHTHM OOsIacTHMa, Kao WTO cy Bua- 
auMup Jopanosuh — IIppu cpiicku Teopetuyap mHOepanu3Ma (Hu oral, CiroOoygaHa 
JopaHosuha), Jopan Puctuh — najpehu cpiicKku qumiomata, Cpetosap Mapxosuh — 
Counjanucta cBeTcKor opMata H, WTO je THoceOHO 3aHHMJbuBO, XyceuH [pa- 
jamuesnh (KojH je ,,0u0 ToOap MycsIMMaH, asi je Of Ola HW Hapofla Hay4no UH JIMjerie 
cplicke oOuyaje”). MHTepecaHTHo je IpHMeTHTH Ja cy, ca Apyre cTpaHe, y3 Mas100- 
pOjHe H3y3eTKe, NOraBsba O OHMM JIMGHOCTHMa Yuje ce Ouorpaduje Besyjy MpeBac- 
XOJHO 3a paTHa BpeMeHa HW aKTHBHO yueuthe y THM WorahajumMa 3Ha4yajHo Kpaha, Te 
ce H€ MOMKEMO OTeTH yTHCKy Ja je ayTOp HM Ha Taj HadHH, y OMepaBalhe TyxKHHE 
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TCKCTOBa, YTHCHYO CBO} cnenMpu4Hu TIPOCBCTHTCJBCKN Wear, nmajyhu yBeK Hpel- 
HOCT CHa3H UW apryMeCHTuMa Ilepa, a He Mada. 


Ouo mTo Takohe Tpe6a uctahu u moxBasIMTH je Ja cy, yBeK Bogehu payyHa 
Hajipe 0 CyLITHHH, Ipod. 4p CuMeyHoBuh vu HeroBu capayHHUM U OBOra TlyTa Ay- 
XKHY TaxkHY MOCBeTHIIM UH (OpMH, Te je KaO pe3yJITaT Tora CBeTIIOCT aHa yrseqaso 
jeqHo Of HajyKycHHje onpeMJbeHuX HM HajMapKaHTHHWjux AocTurHyha qomahe v3ya- 
Badke JjesaTHOCTH y MpOTeKIMX HeKONMKO TOqMHa, WITO caMo AONpHHocH ja ce 
YMTAIa4KH ay TMTOPHjyYM WOMaTHO 3aMHTepecyje 3a wera. 


Kao wo coo Beh 3aksbyuumu, Uctopuja cplicke NOMTH4Ke MHCJIM: HOBM BeK 
Ha TloceOaH HayHH 3a0KpyxKyje ocayalliwu WMpoK HW pa3HOBpcaH ollyc ayTopa, 
OTBapajyhu HCTOBpeMecHO HOBO TIOTaBJbe y HerOBOM Hay4HoM payly. Ocum Tora, 
OTBapa H ToceObaH IIpocTop y KoMe ce, cilelMH4HHM IIpHCTyIIOM y TyMauyery Cca- 
pxaja OBe 10 cBeMy TloceOHe KHUTe, MHOTO TOra MOXKe 3aKIbyYHTH MU O MOJH- 
THYKO] MCI caMor ayTopa. TakBa aHasIM3a OM, HeMa CyMEbe, 3aXTeBalla HW pesyii- 
TOBaIa MOCeOHHM Hay4HHM pajloM, WTO cBakako Hehe OuTH Ha OJMeT, HapodHTO 
YKOJIMKO Ce y3Me y 0O3up Ja he, ITO je cana Beh cacBUM U3BeCHO, y HeKOj Oyzyhoj 
,Mctopuju cplicke NouMTH4Ke MucIM”’, Koja he o6yxBaTHTH Apyry nonoBnny 20. 4 
IipBy momoBHHy 21. Beka, jeqaH Of ,,MefasboHa” MopaTu OuTH MocBeheH oBoM 06- 
JIMKY TCOPeTCKOF HM MpakTHYHOr AesoBarwa pod. Ap Aparana CumeyHosnha, Bore- 
hu ce MHOrHM KpHTepHjyMuMa Koj TOMe Hy y UpHsor, a of Kojux hemo ope Hab- 
pojaTu camo Tpu — cTaTyc jeqHor Of HajyrieqHHjux Mpodecopa Makysteta nomH- 
THUKUX HayKa YHuBep3uteta y beorpasy y WelleHvjama koje cy 43a Hac, MHOBaTOp, 
3a4eTHHK HW YTCMeJbHTeJb HEKMX OJ] HajBaXKHMJMX CTYAMjCKUX Mporpama pu Pexto- 
paty opor YHuBep3nteta, Te OCHHBAaY HM OJ, OCHHBarba Spiritus Movens Tako BaxKHe H 
ocoGeHe BUCOKOOOpa30BHe HHCTHTyHMje Kao WTO je AKkaylemMuja 3a HallMoHasHy 
6e30eqHOCT. 
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Dragan Simeunovic¢, The History of Serbian Political 
Thought: a New Century, Pravoslavna re¢, Novi Sad, 2019. 


Since antiquity, starting with the ancient Greek historian and biographer 
Mestrius Plutarchus as the ancestor, and his timeless work “Comparative Biog- 
raphies”, different thinkers, scientists and spiritual seekers have been striving to 
leave to their kindred and posterity, but also to the world in the broadest sense of 
the word, through pictorial examples, selected by different, almost always, 
clever criteria and inscribed in the biographies of famous people, from past and 
modern times, a legacy message and a lesson about the achievements, legacy and 
merits of these people for the days that have passed, and especially for those yet 
to come. 

The Serbian reading public is delighted every time when books of this 
kind come from the skilful pen of our most eminent intellectuals, because, 
among other reasons, such events, truth to be told, are quite seldom in our coun- 
try. This can be illustrated by the fact that, after the unsurpassed works of Slobo- 
dan Jovanovic, we had to wait for several decades for the standout quality of the 
“gems” of Dragoljub Jovanovic, who (what a symbolism!) after defending two 
doctoral dissertation on the same day at the Sorbonne, became an assistant pro- 
fessor at the Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade, at the invitation of Slobo- 
dan Jovanovic, himself. 

Although significantly different by content and conception, but by scien- 
tific achievement and, we will allow ourselves the freedom to conclude, in terms 
of importance to the Serbian people in the homeland and abroad, the next one in 
this essentially important series, stands the capital work and the crown jewel in 
the preceding bibliography of prof. Ph.D. Dragan Simeunovi¢ “Zhe History of 
Serbian Political Thought: a New Century”, which (another moment filled with 
strong symbolism), ends with the chapter entitled “Dragoljub Jovanovic - Agrar- 
ian socialism (is) not possible?”’. 
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Those are the kind of political biographies or, more precisely, the anato- 
mies of political thoughts of thirty-seven prominent figures who differ consid- 
erably in their origin, profession and vocation, personal destiny, deeds and na- 
tional memory, and about whom the author himself points out: “all of them, 
seemingly unrelated, scattered by the time and the diversity of their endeavors, 
were and have remained forever firmly bound by invisible but unbreakable 
threads of freedom without which no nation, not also the Serbian nation, can live 
and prosper”. 

A very good and accurate evaluation and a concise description of this 
praiseworthy work was given by the blessed late Serbian Patriarch, His Holiness 
Irinej (Gavrilovic), who in his introduction to this book remarks: “Professor 
Ph.D. Simeunovi¢ began his studious research with a description of short-lived, 
but admirable attempts to restore Serbian independence in the 16th and 17th 
centuries, and ended it by shedding the light on the social and political situation 
before the Second World War, mentioning over a thousand names of individuals 
whose works were important for the realization of Serbian national and church 
ideals. He paid great attention to the prominent figures of the 18th and 19th cen- 
turies, as well as to those who stood out at the beginning of the 20th century. 
That was the time, when Serbs, tied by their unity, proverbially denied as their 
national feature, and by their national energy, with the great help of numerous 
church fathers, some of whom deservedly occupy entire chapters in this book, 
and led by wise and brave compatriots, all together lived and died for the great 
idea of liberation and unification”. 

The founders of modern Serbian dynasties, politicians, diplomats, scien- 
tists, writers, journalists, soldiers and dreamers, all of them exceptional and 
never trivially “ordinary”, chosen and gathered through the knowledgeable cohe- 
sive work of the author, in his own peculiar and original way, have found their 
place in this voluminous book, in terms of the importance and the size. Namely, 
everyone who has had the privilege of meeting the outstanding personality and 
scientific work of prof. Ph.D. Simeunovié - who, if something like that is, at 
least partially, possible to be defined, could be described as “a contemporary 
Serbian polyhistor of international reputation” - and everyone who delves care- 
fully into the analysis of this book, will find in it all the layers of scientific ap- 
proach and complexity of motives for which the author is known, recognized and 
distinctive. 

In short, the reader will comprehend the decades-long effort invested in 
the meticulous scientific study (analytical and synthetical) of the entire libraries, 
written in many languages about the political biographies of personages (or 
which were written by themselves) included in this book; will recognize a rich, 
elegant and inspired, but always strictly scientifically based, focused and precise 
style of writing, built, among other things, on the best tradition of the so-called 
Belgrade style of the already mentioned Slobodan Jovanovi¢; will follow a clear 
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idea that aims to arouse curiosity, broaden horizons, teach and intellectually ele- 
vate those who are subjectively open to, and objectively capable of... 


At this point, one should stop and shed additional light on one crucial fea- 
ture of the author, interpreted and shaped in such a way that it radiates from 
every chapter of the book. This is perhaps his most immanent quality that does 
him honor in every way - the gift, charisma and rich practice of a polished, elo- 
quent, unobtrusive but (or maybe just because of that) very vigorous and effec- 
tive educator, is crystallized in each of his scientific works, university lectures, 
and even in the most informal conversation with him on various topics. 

In this particular case, the Enlightenment potential of this book is obvious 
on several levels - it teaches us the key determinants of political thought of our 
notable compatriots, broaden the horizon of knowledge of the national history of 
the new century, and at the same time, inspires our patriotism with the examples 
from the lives of those who were better than we are in almost everything or even 
in everything completely, providing strong motivation for personal development 
and spiritual growth. Also, among the “heroes” of this book are the numerous 
educators, in a narrower and broader sense, such as Jovan Rajic, Dosite; Obra- 
dovi¢, Vuk Karadzic, Petar Drugi Petrovié NjegoS, Jovan Skerli¢é, Jovan Cvijié, 
Nikola Tesla and others. 

This symbiosis of the Enlightenment activity in the field of political 
thought, placed in the context of the struggle for national interests, which prof. 
Ph.D. Simeunovic, himself presents in his entire scientific and social work also, 
is vividly shown in his carefully chosen and clear words about Dositej Obrado- 
vic, one of the greatest symbols and associations in the Serbian public at the no- 
tion of The Age of Enlightenment: “The development of Dositej's political 
thought took place gradually and could be, from the research point of view, di- 
vided into, at least, two phases. The first one is the period of his youth and 
maturation when he contemplated and wrote about politics along the way, during 
his journeys, mostly in the context of writing about the characteristics of differ- 
ent nations and countries, and in this way, at least partially, about their political 
systems. At that time the only political idea that he shaped and developed in de- 
tail, was that of an Enlightenment ruler and a rule. As the second phase, we can 
mark the period that began when, in his mature years, he started to engage prac- 
tically in politics, firstly, by preparing with his politically increasingly useful 
lessons the Serbs outside Austria-Hungary for a possible life in the new empire, 
and after that, by serving to Serbian insurgents, at first, as their diplomat and 
later on, as a legitimate Enlightenment educator of the highest rank. This phase, 
which we could easily call the period of Dositej's political practice, was the 
source of some other, different, although still essentially emancipatory ideas. 
While in the first phase, Dositej strives only for the liberation of the people from 
the ignorance and for the modernization of society in general, in the second 
phase he clearly strives for the complete political liberation of the people from 
enslavement as a precondition for building a modern political system in the lib- 
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erated Serbia. While in the first phase, he writes about political phenomena in 
general, in the second phase his political thought is completely subordinated to 
the national task of liberation and unification”. 


The text about Dositej Obradovi¢ is, at the same time (and not acciden- 
tally), one of the most extensive among the chapters about other distinctive Ser- 
bian educators and bearers of important national heritage values in various 
fields, such as Vladimir Jovanovic¢ - the first Serbian theorist of liberalism (and 
father of Slobodan Jovanovic), Jovan Risti¢ - the greatest Serbian diplomat, Sve- 
tozar Markovic - a socialist of the world rank and, which is especially interest- 
ing, Husein GradaSéevic (who “was a good Muslim, but who also learned beauti- 
ful Serbian customs from his father and the people’). It is interesting to note that, 
on the other hand, with a few exceptions, the chapters about those personalities 
whose biographies are primarily related to wartime periods and active participa- 
tion in such kind of events are significantly shorter, and we cannot escape the 
impression that the author, by measuring the length of the texts, imprinted his 
specific Enlightenment seal, always giving preference to the strength and argu- 
ments of the pen, rather than the sword. 

What should also be pointed out and praised is the fact that, always taking 
into account the essence first, prof. Ph.D. Simeunovié and his associates, this 
time again, paid due attention to the form of the book, and as a result, one of 
the most nicely designed and the most striking accomplishment of domestic 
publishing in the past few years, saw the light of the day, that further arouses 
interest of the reading public in this book. 

As we have already concluded, “The History of Serbian Political Thought: 
the New Century” in a specific way rounds off the author's wide and diverse 
opus so far, and at the same time opens a new chapter of his scientific work. 
Apart from that, it opens a special space in which, by taking a particular ap- 
proach in interpreting the content of this remarkable book, much can be con- 
cluded about the political thought of the author himself. This kind of analysis 
would, no doubt, require and result in a special academic work, which would 
certainly not come amiss, especially if we take into account that, which is al- 
ready quite certain, in some future “The History of Serbian Political Thought” 
of the second half of the 20th and the first half of the 21st century, one of “the 
gems” should be written about theoretical and practical engagement of professor. 
Ph.D. Dragan Simeunovic, based on many criteria, that support this, of which we 
will enlist just three - his position as one of the most distinguished professors at 
the Faculty of Political Science, University of Belgrade in the decades behind us, 
innovator and founder who established some of the most important study pro- 
grammes at the Rectorate of the University of Belgrade, and also the founder and 
the spiritus movens of such an important and special higher educational institu- 
tion as the Academy for National Security since its beginning. 
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